[cl] LA method comprising: 

loading a profile template for configuring one or more servers, the profile 
template including abstracted server configuration parameters for abstractly 
configuring a server type of which the one or more servers are, and server 
configuration rules specifying how values of the abstracted configuration 
parameters translate to direct server values for directly configuring the one or 
more servers based on attributes of the one or more servers; 
requesting a user to at least one of modify preset values of the values of the 
abstracted server configuration parameters and enter missing values of the 
values of the abstracted server configuration parameters; and, 
generating a configuration for each of the one or more servers as the values of 
the abstracted server configuration parameters and the server configuration 
rules. 

[c2] 2.The method of claim 1 , further initially comprising constructing the profile 

template. 

[c3] 3The method of claim 2, wherein constructing the profile template comprises 

determining one or more of the abstracted server configuration parameters and 
one or more of the server configuration rules of the profile template. 

[c4] 4.The method of claim 2, wherein constructing the profile template comprises 

selecting one or more parent profile templates from which the profile template 
inherits one or more of the abstracted server configuration parameters and one 
or more of the server configuration rules of the profile template. 

[c5] 5.The method of claim 1, wherein loading the profile template comprises 

loading one or more parent profile templates from which the profile template 
inherits one or more of the abstracted server configuration parameters and one 
or more of the server configuration rules of the profile template. 



Ic6] 



6.The method of claim 1, wherein generating the configuration for each of the 
one or more servers comprises generating the configuration as the values of the 
abstracted server configuration parameters, the server configuration rules, and 
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one or more static direct server values of the direct server values that remain 
constant regardless of the attributes of the one or more servers. 
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[c7] 7 .A method comprising: 

loading a configuration including values of abstracted configuration parameters 
for abstractly configuring a server type of which a server is, and server 
configuration rules specifying how the values of the abstracted server 
x configuration parameters translate to direct server values for directly 

configuring the server based on attributes of the server; 
applying the server configuration rules to the values of the abstracted 
configuration parameters based on the attributes of the server to generate the 
direct server values for directly configuring the server; and, 
configuring the server based on the direct server values generated. 



:j5 [c8] 8.The method of claim 7, wherein loading the configuration comprises loading 

the configuration including the values of the abstracted configuration 
parameters, the server configuration rules, and one or more static direct server 
hi values of the direct server values that remain constant regardless of the 

iij attributes of the server. 



[c9] 9.The method of claim 8, wherein configuring the server based on the direct 

server values generated comprises configuring the server based on the direct 
server values generated and the one or more static direct server values of the 
direct server values loaded. 

[cl 0] TO.The method of claim 7, wherein the method is performed by the server 

during one of booting, a hardware fault, and a resource reconfiguration. 

[cl 1] 

1 1.A system comprising: 

a configuration server storing configurations including values of abstracted 
configuration parameters and server configuration rules specifying how the 
values of the abstracted server configuration parameters translate to direct 
server values for direct server configuration; and, 

one or more servers, each server correspondingly loading a configuration from 
the configuration server, applying the server configuration rules to the values of 
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the abstracted configuration parameters based on attributes of the server to 
yield the direct server values, and configuring itself based on the direct server 
values. 



[cl 2] 1 2.The system of claim 1 1 , further comprising a configuration client by which a 

user generates the configurations from a profile template, the profile including 
the abstracted configuration parameters and the server configuration rules, the 
user at least one of modifying preset values of the values of the abstracted 
server configuration parameters and entering missing values of the values of 
the abstracted server configuration parameters. 

[cl 3] 1 3.The system of claim 1 2, wherein the profile template inherits one or more of 

the abstracted server configuration parameters and one or more of the server 
configuration rules of the profile template from one or more parent profile 

*|f... templates, the configuration server storing the profile template and the one or 

V*l 

Ql more parent profile templates. 
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[cl 4] 14.The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the configuration correspondingly loaded 

by each server includes one or more static direct server values of the direct 
server values that remain constant regardless of the attributes of the server. 
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m [cl 5] 1 5 .The system of claim 14, wherein each server configures itself based on the 

direct server values including the one or more static direct server values. 

[c! 6] 16.An article of manufacture comprising: 

a computer-readable medium; and, 

means in the medium for loading a configuration including values of abstracted 
configuration parameters and server configuration rules specifying how the 
values of the abstracted server configuration parameters translate to direct 
server values based on server attributes, for applying the server configuration 
rules to the values of the abstracted configuration parameters based on the 
server attributes to generate the direct server values, and for configuring a 
server based on the direct server values generated. 

fcl 7] 1 7.The article of claim 1 6, wherein the means loads the configuration including 

the values of the abstracted configuration parameters, the server configuration 
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rules, and one or more static direct server values of the direct server values that 
remain constant regardless of the server attributes. 

[cT8] 7 8.The article of claim 17, wherein the means configures the server based on 

the direct server values generated and the one or more static direct server 
values of the direct server values loaded. 

[cl 9] 1 9.The article of claim 1 6, wherein the medium is a recordable data storage 

medium. 

[c20] 20.The article of claim 1 6, wherein the medium is a modulated carrier signal. 
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